PROFESSOR TOM GIBSON

MEMORIAL AWARD

Guidance Notes

The Tom Gibson Memorial Fund, held by the Trustees of the University of Strathclyde Foundation, is an endowment fund for the Tom Gibson Memorial Award, an award devised in honour of Tom Gibson by the universities of Glasgow and Strathclyde, The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow and the British Association of Plastic Surgeons.  With an opening capital sum of £40,000, the Trustees of the University of Strathclyde Foundation will seek to protect the capital sum against inflation, while providing an income of £1,500 per annum at current rates.  This permits an award of £2,500 being made every second year, accompanied by a medal.  The first award was presented in 1996. 

1. 
Selection Criteria 
The award aims to recognise outstanding accomplishment and/or outstanding potential of young medics/scientists below the age of 40, who are employed by, or associated closely with, the Universities of Glasgow or Strathclyde. The areas of activity of Nominees should be multidisciplinary in nature and should be oriented to enhancing developments in medicine and/or in its related sciences and technologies. The following points should also be noted: 

a) 
The Award may be made for a specific achievement or for a body of work extending over a period of years; 

b)
An Award may be made where the potential of early work indicates -in the view of the nominator(s) and expert referees -a strong possibility of achievement; 

c) 
Consideration will be given to achievements in all medical disciplines and related science(s) and technology; 

d) 
The Award, while normally made to an individual, may also be made to a group, especially where this reflects the multidisciplinary bias of the Award, and where the members of the group meet the criteria selection; 

e) 
Individuals and groups from within the communities of the Universities of Glasgow and Strathclyde are eligible (lecturers, researchers, visiting lecturers or professors, honorary fellows, alumni). 

2. 
Nominations 

a) 
Nominations of candidates for the Award will be sought through the two universities assisted by members of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow and the British Association of Plastic, Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgeons. 

b) 
The Award is available every second year only. 

c) 
Nominations must be made in English 

d) 
There is a nomination form which should be submitted together with the Curriculum Vitae of the main candidate(s) and a minimum of three letters of support. The closing date for submission of applications for the 2024 award is 9am on 20th May 2024. 

e) 
The Award Panel reserves the right to contact appropriate experts for advice. 
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3. 
Award Panel 
The Award Panel consists of: 

Prof Adam Hill, Lead Director/PG Dean, NHS Education for Scotland 
Prof Stuart Reid, Head of Department of Biomedical Engineering, University of Strathclyde 

Mrs Jane E Bryce, representing the Gibson Family
Mr John Scott, Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow 
An Appreciation

Tom Gibson, a pioneer of plastic surgery and of bioengineering was extraordinarily gifted in being able to see connections between apparently unrelated facts and discern order and reason in what to others seemed only disorder and chaos. This he strikingly demonstrated in 1942 when in the Burns Unit of Glasgow Royal Infirmary he was the first person to recognise that the rejection of homografts was an antigen-antibody reaction. On learning of Gibson's pioneering insight, Peter Medawar, then at Oxford, came to Glasgow specifically to work with him. Their collaboration led to the classic paper "The fate of skin homografts in man" (Gibson, T and Medawar, PBL, Anat., London, 77:229, 1943) quoted in Morton's Medical Bibliography as the work that placed the laws of transplantation on a firm scientific basis. In 1960 Medawar received the Nobel Prize for his continued work on the rejection phenomenon. 

This collaboration with Medawar was perhaps the first example of Gibson's uncanny knack of bringing out the best in people. As his clinical and scientific work developed increasing numbers came from all over the world to work with him and to be trained by him. All his co-workers and above all his patients benefited greatly from his creative individuality, the warmth of his personality and his simple humanity. 

In the early 1960s he was co-founder with R M Kenedi of the Bioengineering Unit at the University of Strathclyde and became its visiting Professor until his retirement in 1980. 

His many scholarly publications include papers on tissue immunology, burns, lymphoedema oncology, cleft palate, maxillofacial surgery, the biomechanics of skin and cartilage and many aspects of the history of plastic surgery. 

In addition to his serious writings, his keen wit also showed in his light-hearted versification. All who came within his sights were fair targets for his good humoured leg-pulls in verse. He collated and published these in 1991 I in a slim volume under the title of I/Poems and Versifications". He was also greatly interested in art & music and was an orchid cultivator of note. 

At the centre of Tom's existence was his family. He is survived by his wife Pat, his two sons, two daughters, their spouses and eleven grandchildren. He is remembered with respect, pleasure and affection as the gently and kindly person that he was. 

For further information and nomination forms, please contact:

Susan Altenburg, Faculty Administrator

Faculty of Engineering, University of Strathclyde

Engineering Faculty Office, JW6.03, Level 6, James Weir Building 

75 Montrose Street, Glasgow, G1 1XJ, United Kingdom

t: +44 (0)141 548 2749 | e: eng-enquiries@strath.ac.uk 
